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For people who love dogs and the dogs who train them 
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******************* *************************************************************************************  

Building rental  

   
  Oct 23/24  MDTC Obed/Rally Trials    
  Oct 30/31  PCOTC Obed Trials    
  Nov 13/14  Tidelands Poodle Club - Suzanne Clothier   
     Seminar    
  Jan8/9,2011  LKC Fun Match    
  Jan 22   Cavalier Club Fun Match    
  Mar 12/13  LKC Seminar    
  4/30,5/1   HRDOC Obed Trials 

 
Jane Isabelle 

Building Rentals 
 

**************************************************************************************************** ****  

 
Greg Boeshaar - President 
Pat Wright - Vice President 

Sherry Bryant - Recording Secretary 
Linda Walker - Corresponding Secretary 

Jean Conroy – Treasurer 
Diane Payne – Training Director  

 
Board of Directors 

Debra Cross 
Barbara Dorr 

Sharon Knapp 
Jackie Harris 

Mary Ommundsen 
Tami O’Connell 

 

                                      
 

Next Meeting 
Monday, November 8, 2010 

7:30 pm 
Next Session 

Oct 11th thru Nov 29th  
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The nominating committee has developed the slate of officers for Merrimac for 2011.  It is:  
 
    President                    Greg Boeshaar 
    VP                                Jackie Harris 
    Recording Sec.          Barb Foley 
    Corresponding Sec    Linda Walker 
    Treasurer                   Jean Conroy 
 
    At Large : 
  Barbara Dorr, Sharon Knapp, Helen Noles, Mary Ommundsen, Grace Scarpa, Cathy Stuewe 
 
If anyone wants to nominate someone else for a position, please send notice to Jacquelyn Brooks, Helen Noles and 
Linda Walker by October 30, in time to be put in the November newsletter. They will be added to the ballot for the 
November membership meeting and election. Remember, if you nominate someone, please make sure they know 
about it and are willing and able to take the position. 
 
It is requested that all nominees presented by the Nominating Committee—as well as any nominee proposed by a member or any 
member wishing to be considered for an office—submit a brief bio to the newsletter editor by October 30th to be included in the 
November newsletter.  Any nominees, in addition to the slate presented, should be reported to all members of the Nominating 
Committee (J. Brooks, aurorasleos@gmail.com; Helen Noles, hnoles1@cox.net; Linda Walker,kelevtova@gmail.com) 
 
In accordance with the By-Laws, each active member shall be entitled to one (1) vote in person or by proxy.  Written proxies must 
be received by the Recording Secretary no later than 24 hours before a meeting.   It is preferable that proxies be emailed to the 
Recording Secretary at Sherryab@aol.com.  She will print and seal each proxy vote in an envelope, to be opened at the counting 
of votes at the annual meeting.  Those not having email capabilities may write their proxy, sign it and send to Sherry Bryant, 
Recording Secretary, 3220 Meadowbrook Lane, Chesapeake,VA 23321.   As the November newsletter will include all nominees 
having provided their bios, it would be advisable to submit proxies after receipt of the November newsletter.  Nominations may 
also be made from the floor at the annual meeting. 

 
********************************************************************************************************  

 
MERRIMAC DOG TRAINING CLUB  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
September 13, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 
The minutes of the July 2010 membership meeting were accepted. 
Correspondence -   None 
Announcements 
Paula Dayton volunteered to be Merrimac Dog Training Club’s AKC Legislative Liaison 
 
Guest and visitors: Prospective Member Barbara Mahady (Doberman), Prospective Member Stacey Cole (Shepherd mix), Carrie 
and Frank Snow Papillon, Prospective Member Joan Carawan. 
 
Additions to Agenda 
 
Training Director  – Diana Payne is still looking for instructors for session 6, (puppy, advance basic, equipment 1 & 2, agility 
handling sequences, advance Rally, agility practices) Please contact Diane if you are available to volunteer.  
J Brooks volunteered to teach puppy. 
Lynne Harley, asked if the instructor has taught on a particular night would it be always on that day of week and same time.  
Diane requested that anyone interested in teaching needs to call or email Diane to confirm a day and time.   
Session 6 walk-in is on Oct 2--Registration 8:30 to 9:30 with judging beginning at 9:00 A.M. 
 

MDTC Officers 
President   Greg Boeshaar 
Vice Pres.   Pat Wright 
Treasurer   Jean Conroy  
Corresponding Sec.   Linda Walker 
Recording Sec.    Sherry Bryant 

Board members 
Barbara Dorr   Debra Cross  
Sharon Knapp   Jackie Harris  
Tami O’Connell   Mary Ommundsen 
Training Director  Diane Payne 
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Obedience Trial Oct. 23 & 24.  Anyone wanting to donate food is to contact Candy Stephens, volunteers for the obedience trials 
are to contact Gwen Gore. 
Diane reminded members that any hours worked at the Oct. Obedience trials are only for the 2010 calendar year.  Hours do not 
roll over to the next calendar year.  Run-thru on Friday night before the obedience trial.  Please contact Diane Payne if you can 
volunteer.   
 
Committee Reports 
 
Registration - Anne Bright Session 5 MDTC had 19 classes.  Classes were held all four nights and three days of day classes. 
The drop off box will be at the building next Monday.  Anne asked that instructors leave a class roster in the file.  There are 
several copies in each class file.  Please update all information and make sure there is a copy of your updated class for Anne 
Bright. 
Oct 2-- Registration 8:30 to 9:30 with judging beginning at 9:00 A.M. and Obedience Run thru:. 
 
Membership Committee - Mary Ommundsen Membership renewal forms will be sent out on October 1st  by email for those 
members that receive email and by U.S. mail to members who do not receive email. A copy of the newest Standing Rules and By-
Laws will accompany the membership renewal form.   
 
New members will have the opportunity to gather two membership meetings and service hours and submit them as soon as they 
have been completed.  Once those requirements have been met, that member will immediately forward to the Membership 
Chairperson a copy of his or her Volunteer Service Hours Form.  It will be up to the new member to decide at what level he or she 
wishes to pay for classes and/or a key as this will be a one-time opportunity.  The Membership Chairperson will forward this 
information to the Registration Chairpersons and Key Monitor, indicating that this member is eligible for those benefits.  At the 
end of the calendar year, the new member will forward the original and complete Volunteer Service Hours Form to the Volunteer 
Hours Chairperson to qualify for benefits in the following calendar year. 
 
New Members –  
Welcome new members Deborah Ezzell, who enjoys obedience and learning rally and Eileen Weatherbee who enjoys agility 
and obedience. 
 
Mary will place on MDTC announcements site a list of all job descriptions. 
 
Ways and Means Sherry Bryant  
Summary Maggie Hayes Seminar Pat Wright thanked Maggie Hayes for donating her time and helping the club raises money for 
the club.  Meredith and Roberta Garrett and Sharon Wright who assisted with the workshop. A special thank you to Candy 
Stephens who handled all food/lunches for the workshop. 
 
Summary Weave Pole workshop  
Oct 2—Obedience/Rally Run thru:  Registration 8:30 to 10:00 with judging beginning at 9:00 A.M. 
 
Building - Pat Wright No report was given. 
 
Grounds Shirley Myers No report was given. 
  
Rentals Jane Isabelle  

•  The MDTC board approved the building rental to  
Langley Kennel Club on January 8 & 9, 2011for an All Breed Match 

•  Sep 25/26  Tidewater DPClub Obed/Rally Trials 
•  Oct 23/24  MDTC Obed/Rally Trials 
•  Oct 30/31 Portsmouth Chesapeake Obedience Training Club Obed/Rally Trials 
•  Nov 13/14  Suzanne Clothier Seminar sponsored by Tidelands Poodle Club 
 

Website Barbara Dorr asked for any members with ideas for the website. 
 
Old Business  
There was no old business. 
  
New Business 
The membership approved the building rental to Langley Kennel Club for an All Breed Match on January 8 & 9, 2011. 

 
Pat Wright read a letter from the president of Langley Kennel Club, Lynn Arnold. 
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  LKC would like to rent a ring from MDTC for use by LKC members only for conformation run thrus.  This is for 
LKC members only, not formal classes and is not open to the public.  We are not bringing in students; in fact anyone asking about 
formal classes will be referred to MDTC, just as we have always done, as LKC does not offer training classes.  MDTC members 
who are also LKC members are more than welcome to participate. The rental fee is for six weeks for a total of $300.   
 
The board voted 10 to 2 accept the ring rental proposal from Langley Kennel Club and to present it to the membership for 
discussion and vote.  After the reading of the LKC letter, the floor was open to discussing. 
 
One concern was LKC bring bitches in heat into the building during the ring rental.  The rules of MDTC would be followed my all 
LKC members and that no bitches in season would be allowed in MDTC’s building.  After a lengthy discussion between MDTC 
members, Tommy Winn made a motion to take a vote on the Langley proposal, Lynne Harley seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was every MDTC member to stand and give their vote, 28 yes to 22 no votes.  The motion was carried by 28 to 22 for 
Langley to rent one ring for six weeks.  In the event of a building rental LKC would not be able to rent the ring on that Friday 
night. 
 
Nomination committee volunteers/election 
The following members are on the 2010 nominating committee,  
J. Brooks, Helen Noles, and Linda Walker 
 
Tommy Winn motioned to adjourn.  J. Brooks seconded the motion to adjourn.  The motion was accepted and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:40pm. 
 
Respectfully present by MDTC’s Recording Secretary,  
Sherry Bryant 
 
************ ********************************************************************************************  

President's Halloween Message: 
It is the season for trick or treat, so 
 
Treat: We at MDTC have truly pulled off a miracle together in pulling our Club back from the brink of 
financial disaster.  Fund raisers, the rent roll-back negotiation, the class registration rebound, a re-vitalized 
return from our Obedience Trial, excellent returns from seminars and clinics, and continued success of our 
agility events - all have brought our bottom line back far enough to cover both normal and air conditioning 
expenses.  As a result, I will be asking the Board at our October meeting to consider a major cut-back in the 
current hour’s requirements.  The members deserve the credit and reward for our recovery! 
 
Regards to all, 
Greg Boeshaar 

 
********************************************************************************************************  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hearts and flowers 
 

Merrimac has lost a long time member and fan of our club.  Rusty Redding passed away July 19th. Her dear 
friend Lynn Hacker said she had crossed the Rainbow Bridge to see her beloved standard poodles.  One of 

Rusty’s highlight’s each month was receiving the MDTC newsletter and keeping up with what was going on at 
the club.   

 
One of our newest members, Joyce Britt’s father passed away last month.  Our deepest thoughts and 

sympathy go to her and her family at the solemn time. 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I let you all know that Gip passed away this morning.  He was our first Bullie 
and and made us laugh for 13 short years with his antics and left us with many great memories. He was our 
big snuggly couch warmer and always tried to keep our feet clean.  He loved all, two or four legged. He will 
be greatly missed and leave an emptiness in our home. Rest in Peace big man, Vanessa Vance’s, Keparocs 
Roman Candle "Gip" Sept 22 1997 - Oct 10 2010 

 
Marlyen Melton 

Hearts and Flowers 
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************************************************************************** ******************************  

 
 

Full Registration form is attached to this email for downloading 
 

********************************************************************************************************  
 

TRAINING DIRECTOR’S REPORT ……..  
Wow it’s hard to believe that Session 6 is now upon us.  On behalf of the training committee I would like to take a moment to 
express our gratitude to the members who volunteered to instruct this session. Your willingness to teach and share your knowledge 
is greatly appreciated.  Thank you goes out to Deanne Bullock, Kasha Winston, J Brooks, Heather Tyler, Wendy Keene, Lynne 
Harley, Holly Boyd, Diane Sparks, Gayle Petrick, Elizabeth Johnson, Linda Walker, Barb Dorr, Debbie Cross, Jim Swimme, 
Joyce Britt, Zella Bronakowski, Leslie Wemhoff, and Barbara Lackner.   Thanks to these wonderful volunteers we have 19 classes 
to offer in Session 6. 
 Planning for Session 1 of 2011 is now under way ….. Please let me know if you would like to instruct, what day and time 
you prefer.  Times for this session generally fill up quickly as everyone is working on those membership hours for the New Year.  
 We are also toying with the idea of one last mini session for 2010 working around the holidays.  If you have any ideas or 
suggestions, please feel free to let me know. 
   
Diane Payne 
Training Director 

 
********************************************************************************************************  

October Obedience/Rally Trials 
!

A reminder that our Obedience/Rally Trials are coming up in just a few short weeks, and if you have volunteered to help steward 
during the trial, your contact person is Gwen Gore.  If you have volunteered to help with lunch, your contact person is Candy 

Stephens.  Our wonderful trial secretary for this event is Lin da Walker.  For trial information, you can reach her at 
kelevtova@gmail.com 
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********************************************************************************************************  
CHANGES TO AWARDS FOR 2010    

 
Please note the following changes have been made on the 2010 awards form: 

 
     1. Copy of Title Certificates (AKC or UKC) must accompany award form. 
                   2. Special Awards need proof of points; ex: report from AKC/UKC or a 
                       record kept by you of the following: Name of show/date/judge/award/points 
                       must accompany awards form 
                  3. Titles must be spelled out on form; ex: C.D. - Companion Dog 
     4. All members receiving an award must be in good standing which consists of; paid dues and training fees, ten 
          volunteer hours and two meetings. 

We wish all of the MDTC membership the best in obtaining your titles. 
Awards Committee 

 

 
 
 

********* ************* *** **** **************************************************************************  
 

Brags – Brags - Brags! 
*Please always send your official brags to the newsletter editor.  

Brags sent to the Yahoo Group page will not be copied to the newsletter* 
 

Diane Sparks and Noodle traveled to MD, Saturday, September 4, 2010, to show at K-9 Konnection UKC Obedience Trials. In 
Beltsville, MD our old stomping grounds. Noodle won both of his Open B classes and HIT honors to finish his UCDX title. His 
new name...UCDX OTCh Sparky's Noodle UDX2 OAP NJP - you can still just call him Noodle... 
 
According to Spotter Magazine, the magazine of the Dalmatian Club of America, Nipper, a.k.a. UCDX Sparky's Nippin At My 
Heel UDX OM1, finished 2009 as the Number One Dalmatian in the country  in both AKC Utility and Open Obedience 
Competition based on average score attained in both venues. Further research confirms that he was also the number one 
dalmatian in the country for 2008 in both AKC Utility and Open Obedience Competition based on average score attained in 
both venues. WAY TO GO, SPOTTED ONE! 
 
Maggie Hayes and her Golden Ret., Trip took second in Open B and third in Utility B at the Raleigh KC trial on 9/6 coming 
home with High Combined, a UDX leg and an OTCh point! 
 

A Special Thank You! 
 

The Board of Directors would like to thank the following members: 
 

Maggie Hayes for the wonderful workshop and donation to the club. 
 

Deanna Bullock for the great job in fixing the garage doors. 
 

Shirley Meyers for the wonderful flowers and landscaping she is 
doing for the building.  

 

Submitted by, 
Pat Wright 

Vice President 



THE MERRIMAC MONITOR WV  7 

Spectacular September!! That what it has been for Chris McClung and her Flat Coated Retriever, Jazz. While I was on 
vacation my coach and friend, Maggie Hayes, competed with Jazz at the Raleigh shows. With her expert handling, Jazz took 
several first places, a High in Trial, a High Combined and a bunch of Otch points. He also finished his UDX!!  The rest of the 
month Jazz and I did agility. This weekend he qualified in 5 runs, got a double Q to qualify for the Nationals in 
agility, and finished his MXF.  He is now CH. Fir eside Rythm & Blues UDX, RE, MX, MXJ, MXF, WC, HOF. 
Is this too much?  Not yet, I forgot to mention that we also received an invitation to the National Obedience Invitational.  Now that 
it too much! WOW! 
 
Maggie Hayes and Trip had a great time at the DOTC trials in Lynchburg on 9/18 and 9/19.  On Saturday, Trip took first place in 
Utility, qualified in Open, picked up a UDX leg, 17 OTCh points and went High Combined!  On Sunday, Trip took second in 
Utility and picked up 5 more OTCh points. Trip was also the HS Dog with a Hunting Title both days. 
 
Jean Conroy and her Corgi, Sea Breeze Sandy Shore, CD, RE, AXJ, OA (aka Sandy) was 3 for 4 on the 18th & 19th of 
September at the Richmond Dog Obedience Club agility trials. Sandy picked up her first AX leg and her 3rd & 4th MXJ legs. 
 
 Bunny Gist and her Bearded Collie Jack, Lakewood Tartan  Hijack , won Best in Match at Bark in the Park.  Many thanks to 
the Chesapeake Kennel Club for not giving in to bad weather and giving us this thrilling win.   He also won a Group 2 at the 
Colonial Terrier Club match held at Merrimac a few weeks ago.  
 
Diane Sparks and her Springer, Noodle have been very busy. Saturday, September 11, 2010, Belroi Agility and Obedience 
Club UKC Agility Trials. Gloucester, VA. Diane Sparks and Noodle traveled to Gloucester to show in UKC Agility. Noodle 
earned his AG1 title with a clean run and then earned his first two AGII legs.  Sunday, Sept. 26, 2010. Richmond KC Agility 
Trial, Gloucester, VA. Noodle earned his Second Open JWW Preferred leg and his first Excellent Standard Preferred leg with 
Clean runs and a first place finish in his Standard class and a second place finish in his JWW class.  Saturday, October 2, 2010 
Greater Fredericksburg Kc Agility Trials, Fredericksburg, VA. Noodle earned his third Open JWW Preferred leg and his OJP title 
by taking first place in his class.  His new name...AG1 UCDX OTCh Sparky's Noodle UDX2 OAP OJP - And you can still just 
call him Noodle... 
  
Jim & Wendy Swimme and their Pom, Wenkests My Personal Penguin took 2 BOW for two points Friday 1 October at 
Warrenton KC show and BOW at Old Dominion KC of Northern Va. Sunday for 3 points (pulled Saturday as it wasn’t a major). 
He now has 13 points. He will be 11 months old on 21 October. 
 
Heather Tyler's Australian Shepherd, Cash, has been winning in the rings lately. He has been out as a special in 3 show 
weekends and garnered one Group 2, two Group 3's, 21 GRCH points (with all his majors and CH defeated) and multiple BOB's. 
He is also one leg away from his OAJ and OF. Sunday, we stepped into the rally advanced and obedience ring for the first time. 
He got a 98 for his first RA leg and Q'd for his first CD leg. Cash is owner handled (but he is looking for a new obedience handler 
because he says his mom is awful at it!).  Not to be outdone his little sister, Flare, has gotten to Puppy Group 1's at 6 months old. 
 
Kay Routten and her Mastiff, Sir John took a Best of Breed last weekend at Old Dominion Kennel Club show. He is only 13 
months old.  

 
***************************** ***************************************************************************  

MDTC Membership  
 
Prospective Member: 
 
Joan Carawan:  I have lived in Virginia Beach since 1966 (navy family) and have been in real estate for 32 yrs – property 
management.  I have 2 wonderful sons and 2 young grandchildren.  We spend our summers at Lake Gaston and love water sports.  
My sons had a Bischon mix for 13 yrs.  My interest in Norfolk Terriers began in 2005 after watching Coco win Best in Show at 
Westminster.  I then began a search online for breeders and found Mary Jo & Tony Ray Sweany.  I was so impressed with their 
knowledge of their breed after 1st talking to Mary on the phone.  She invited us to visit their kennel and that is when I got my 1st 
Norfolk Terrier, Roxy.  Six months later, I got my 2nd, Sami.  Through Mary Jo and Tony Ray’s friendship and guidance I have 
become very interested in training, breeding, showing and all aspects of the canine world.   
 

Mary Ommundsen 
Membership Chairperson  
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Reporting your member volunteer hours: 
 
We all want to get full hours credit for all our hard club work.  If possible when reporting your hours, please 
use decimals for your less-than-one-hour contributions.  We are probably all a little rusty on our math, so 
here is a quick guide: 
To convert minutes into decimals, all you do is divide the actual minutes by 60 and insert the decimal, such 
as, 25 minutes is 25/60 which results in .42.  
 

15 minutes = .25, not .15 
30 minutes = .50, not .30 
45 minutes = .75, not .45 

  
Congratulations!  The following members have completed their basic membership requirements (as of Sept. 
23, 2010) (10 hours and 2 membership meetings or are lifetime members).   If your records don't agree with 
mine, call me)!  As soon as you complete your basic 10 hours/2 meetings, I recommend you submit your 
form and then follow it up later if you choose to complete more hours to lessen your key or class cost.  I will 
see that the two are added together for the final total.  Either way, please remember your form must be in my 
hands by Dec. 31, 2010, or it will not count!  
  
Bright, Anne    Comninaki, Kaye   Cornell, Janet 
D'Alfonso, Helen   Dayton, Paula   Densten, Dolores 
Foley, Barb    Galgano, Laurene   Garwood, Penny 
Gore, Gwen    Harris, Jackie   Harris, Pat 
Hubbard, Claire   Knapp, Sharon   Knox, Susie 
Kopp, Carla    Lilley-Peck, Sherri   Martin, Evelyn 
McClung, Chris   Mullen, Mary Ann   Noles, Helen 
Routten, Kay    Salls, Maggie   Sanders, Marilyn 
Simonsen, Joanna   Stearns, Pat    Stephens, Candy 
Swan, Patty    Swimme, James   Tyler, Heather 
Winn, Tommy 

Thanks to those that have turned in their hours, 
Barb Foley 

Membership Hour Recorder 
 

********************************************************************************************************  
 

Diary of a Premier attendee 
Silke Satzinger recently attended the UKC Premier with her Doberman’s and kept a diary of her experiences.  This is a two part 

series as it was too long for this newsletter.  This folk’s is the way to enjoy a premier.  And I’ll give you a little hint; take a look at 
Silke’s beautiful black and white dress.  It plays a big role in part two of this story.  Also, there were a lot more pictures that I just 
could not put in this newsletter.  If you would like to see them all, email Silke or myself and we can send you the original version 

with all the wonderful pictures. 
Here is Part Two! 

The HOTDOG story from Premier 2010 
URO2, GRCH, SAN RAFAEL'S THE ENEMY BELOW RA, CGC  

(CH Hytymes Mountain Man x San Rafael's The Big Sleep) 
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Some of you know I have a dress problem when it comes to dog showing. Dresses are toooo short or to flashy, even when I wear a 
suit the pants are too tight. Tops are to low cut or the shoes are too high. Colors are too flashy, never wear white pants and never 
wear black or dark clothes with a dark dog. 
I never get it right…So when I go to a dog show I have 10 outfits with me and sometimes I change them even close to ring time. 
Sometimes in the van, hoping nobody will see me not wearing a bra…or I just go in the bathroom and strip down in front of a 
bunch of women because all the stalls are in use. 
Anyway for premier I had this idea that I am going to wear a long dress… well it is black and white as you see… so all I hear is 
NO BLACK…NO NOT LONG; “you will get tangled up”, “the dog will not be seen”…so I pack a short red suit just in case. But 
my biggest fear was that I would not fit into that long dress. Well I fit in it at home without any food in me at 7am in the morning, 
but at a dog show, sweaty and hot at 6 PM, I was not so sure. 
It is time to get dressed, I go in to the bathroom and it is so hot in there that I am right away damp…well the dress does not allow 
anybody to wear much (nothing) underneath, ha ha ha, can you hear it already… and see all the heads shaking…”anywho” I try to 
put it on and it got stuck right at my ribcage. I am tugging and pulling sucking it in and pulling it more crrrrrrrr can you hear 
it……  
oh my, where is the hole???? Pooo  no hole, so I try a little more crrrrrr…still no seam ripped “Thank God” for good old German 
quality :o)  
Finally I’m in, but have the feeling I can’t breathe, I need to get out of this hot bathroom and cool off maybe that will help.  
Before I even make it to the cool of area in front of the hug AC I get stopped… “great dress but the shoes are the killer”  “where 
did you find those shoes” “oh my gosh see her shoes” …ok so what about the dress I guess it was ok :o)))) the breathing gets 
easier and I feel better… 
It is time to go in the ring but where the H#$%# do I put the bait???? I need enough to make it thru 3 different judges, there is no 
way I can run out of the ring to get more bait…so a piece of string cheese goes under the shoulder strap on the right. Meejin P. 
(my friend) gives me a piece of steak and I see Ruger getting excited “steak” yummmmm. So that one is a must but I also need a 
hotdog, he loves hotdogs. I need a hotdog but where to put it…yes right :o) between the twins :o) After making sure it is not 
visible I am all set and the hotdog is secured… right?????  
Off in to the ring…my escort girl that is escorting me from judge to judge is so sweet, she even promised to catch me if I fainted 
and the man next to me, Wayne Cavanaugh, promised he would take care of Ruger so I’m all at ease… 
1st station is the holding area in the middle of 4 rings before you go to be judged. My escort is directing me to my 1st judge and I 
make a step in to the ring and my “well” secured hotdog is sliding down between my twins …HELP!!!!!! 
Panic sets in “oh my gosh it will come out right between my legs if I don’t do something.“ I have hundreds of eyes on me and no 
place to hide…can you even imagine seeing me on the down and back and the hotdog falling out from between my legs…. not 
cool at all… I turn around and the escort girl is right in front of me almost bumping into me. I get very close to her like I would 
give her a hug and fumble for the sliding hotdog but I cannot get my hand down into the dress it is too tight on the top. How in the 
world that hotdog could slide is beyond me. Well I get a hold of it and I get it out. The girl that is watching me with disbelief is 
kind enough to hold on to the now “cooked hotdog” and I can go into the ring.  
And we survived without any other catastrophes… 
When I finally was done with all the judges I got my hotdog back and walked out the ring…later it dawned on me that the hotdog 
never could have gone any father down because the dress was very tight under my boobs and there was no way that it could have 
gone anywhere, so………. 
 

I panicked for nothing…so typical me. 
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Silke Satzinger 
 

*************************************************** *****************************************************  
 

Chr istmas   Por traits  
by Shutter Paws Imaging 

Sat Nov 13, 2010 
Holy Trinity Church, gymnasium 

155 W. Government Ave 
Norfolk, VA 

Sittings every 1/2 hour, 
 

9am to 4:30pm       Registration is REQUIRED to Reserve a Spot  
Reserve your Sitting Time NOW!     To reserve your sitting time please go to www.hrotc.org 

 
Scroll down the right hand side until you get to Chr istmas   Por traits and follow the instructions. 
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Merrimac Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 5, 2010 
6:00 pm 

Point Plaza Suites 
950 J Clyde Blvd, Newport News 23601 

Menu 
Tossed Garden Salad 

Chicken Marsala 
Herb Marinated London Broil, Bourbon Mushroom Sauce 

Green Been Casserole 
Stir-fry Vegetable Medley 

Wild and White Rice Blend w/Apples 
Roasted Red Baby Potatoes 

Assorted of Desserts 
Warm Rolls 

Coffee, Tea and Decaf 
$29.49 (includes tax and gratuity) 

Make Checks Payable MDTC 
 

We must give the hotel a count by November 12th 

 

Reservations for the party must be received by Friday November12th 
Mail Payment To 

Pat Wright 
924 Holbrook Drive 

Newport News, VA 23602 
 

Please List Names 
 

1.______________________________________ 
 

2.______________________________________ 
 

3.______________________________________ 
 

4.______________________________________ 
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********************************************************************************************************  
 

Virginia Beach Convention Center 
1000 19th Street  

Virginia Beach, Virginia  23451 

 
********************************************************************************************************  

 

A Beautiful Art icle on the Blessings of Adopting a Rescue 
 

GOLDEN MEMORIES  
 
Our first Golden, Dexter, joined our family in July of 1999.  He had been in the Rescue for some time, wearing out his welcome at 
his first foster home, and then enjoying being part of the pack at his second foster home with Donna Shiffler-Jones.  The best 
adjective to describe Dexter would be “enthusiastic”.  He enjoyed all of his activities – from obedience training, to tracking, to 
therapy dog visits, to acting as a pillow for small grandchildren.   
 
A highlight of Dexter’s life came in the summer of 2004, when he shared the role of Sandy the dog in the Peninsula Community 
Theatre production of “Annie”.  He loved every minute of the rehearsals and performances, and especially the cast party 
afterwards where there were delicious treats and many hugs available.   
 
During his 10-plus years with us, Dexter earned his Canine Good Citizen title, Therapy Dog Certification, and Companion Dog 
obedience title.  He worked toward Companion Dog Excellent, but decided to retire before finishing the requirements in order to 
spend more time socializing.  Dexter brought us both joys and frustrations.  He loved being elevated and could often be found 
napping on the picnic table on our deck.  He was even caught sleeping on (not under) our dining room table on a couple of 
occasions.  And he was known to steal a sandwich from the kitchen table if its owner left it unattended for a moment.  In the last 
year of his life, Dexter developed paralysis of the larynx and his struggle was ended in February of 2010 at the age of 12-1/2.  Rest 
in peace, my sweet boy.   
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Dolly came to us in March of 2001 after being cared for by her foster Dad, Ron Ferguson.  She was a beautiful light blonde, two 
years old, who had been born and raised in Colombia, South America, and moved with her family to the United States.  She came 
to GRREAT with a Spanish name, which I changed to “Hello Dolly”.  Dolly became friends with Dexter immediately and loved to 
play with him.  She was able to control him with just a stare and lift of the lip if he played too rough.   
 
Dolly learned English quickly, and took up obedience and tracking training.  She was a natural tracker, loved every minute of it, 
and earned her Tracking Dog title in February of 2002 after being with us for less than a year.  Bad weather and rough terrain 
never bothered her, and she passed her tracking test on a cold, snowy, windy day in Winston-Salem, N.C., easily finding the glove 
at the end of the track, but nearly wearing out her elderly handler (me).  Dolly did not take obedience trialing as seriously, but 
decided to humor me and finally earned her Companion Dog title in April of 2007 after playing her way through a number of 
trials.   
 
Dolly had a special love for children, enjoying retrieving games with the grandchildren or snuggling on the sofa in front of the TV.  
She was very tough on dog toys, and tore up the stuffed toys in order to de-squeak them, and liked to peel and chew up tennis 
balls.  As a result, the only toys that could be left out were nylabones, or hard rubber kongs.  Like most Golden’s, Dolly was a 
loving and loyal companion, always happy to be with her humans as well as her doggie friends.  Her affinity for chewing things up 
proved to be her downfall, as she had to undergo surgery in January 2010 after swallowing a washcloth and she died from 
complications after the surgery.  Dolly was 10 years old at her death, and she is greatly missed.   
 
Our third Golden is Rocket, who joined the pack in October of 2005.  His adoption was in a way accidental.  Maggie Salls and I 
had volunteered to transport a dog that was coming into the Rescue, from Gloucester to York Vet Hospital.  We met the 
Gloucester volunteer and picked up the dog – a skinny, dirty, matted, dark red dog who jumped into my van like he owned it, 
looked at us with his beautiful eyes and told us he needed a forever home.  He was (and is) an irresistible dog -- smart, loyal, 
hyperactive, and beautiful.  He got a good vet report and cleaned up well, doing remarkably well after being a stray for an 
unknown period.   
 
Rocket has earned his companion dog obedience title, his tracking title, and is now working on his advanced skills for both 
activities.  He enjoys his walks in Mariners Museum, his exercise at the dog park, where he can out run all of the other dogs, and 
his obedience classes, where he sometimes makes up his own rules.   
 
What a joy all of these Goldens’ have been.  I am so grateful that GRREAT is doing the valuable work that they do in providing 
homes for so many dogs over the years.  .  May your good works continue for many more years.   
 
Joanna Simonsen 
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Please find the following form s attached to this newsletter :  
Suzanne Clothier Seminar registration form  

MDTC Awards Form 2010  
MDTC Christmas Party Form  
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When nature calls please answer, and scoop the poop – inside as well as outside 
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